
A3T H E  M A N H A T T A N  M E R C U R Y   STATE  S U N d A Y ,  O C T O b E R  1 5 ,  2 0 1 7

CAR CLINIC, INC.
• Domestic & Foreign Car/Truck Repair

• Air Conditioning • Alternator

• Starter Service • Engine Rebuilding

• Automatic & Manual Transmission Service

• Motor Tune Up • Brake Service • Exhaust Repair
165
years
experience785-539-1040

209 Sarber Ln.   Manhattan, KS

Paid for by Thomason for City Commission, Mark Knackendoffel, treasurer
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       Focus
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Graber Wood 
Blinds

DMI Fabrics

Decor
Energy Savings

Security

Manhattan Lions Club

Pancake Feed
An annual fundraiser for Community Service Projects

Tickets $6 adults; children 5-10 $3
under 5 free.

We’ve partnered again with the

Kansas Quality Woodworkers Association
whose members will provide

an impressive Arts and Crafts Show.

Pottorf Hall, CiCo Park
Saturday, Oct. 21, 2017
7:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Ac��p��n� N�� Pa���nt�
C��� 785.477.086

�� �i�i� prairieviewks.com

Dr. Annie Mosier Eslit, O.D.

WE’VE MOVED!
3260 Kimball Ave.

Candlewood Shopping Center

Seriously? Who Wants  

to Spend Thousands  

on Cremation?
I sure don’t intend to do that – and I don’t want  

my family to, either. So I’ve made up my mind  

to go to Dove, where a simple cremation with  

a licensed funeral director costs just $1,695.Cremation with Confidence 
Honest. Respectful. Economical.

805 Caroline Ave.

Junction City, KS 66441

(785)762-3500
DoveCremation.com

Please join the Brooks family
in celebrating

WILMA BROOKS’ 90th Birthday!!

Cake reception at the Lake Elbo 

Clubhouse on Sunday,

October 22 from 2-4:00 pm. 

Cards appreciated, but no gifts please.

Joan Strickler
Contributing writer

One of the best kept 
secrets on the K-State 
campus involves a 
stone farmhouse and 
barn located 
south of the 
women’s soc-
cer field on 
College Ave-
nue. You may 
have driven 
by it without noticing, 
but the story it tells is 
quite remarkable.

The house was built 
in 1856 by Davies Wil-
son, who worked as a 
surveyor with the Cin-
cinnati Land Compa-
ny, and who arrived 
in Manhattan on the 
steamboat Hartford. 
The house is one of the 
oldest buildings in Ri-
ley County, built during 
the Bleeding Kansas 
era. Wilson donated the 
land west of the home to 
allow the construction 
of a proposed Bluemont 
Central College — the 
forerunner to Kansas 
State University. A 
charter to establish the 
College was granted 
by acting Gov. James 
W. Denver during the 
time Kansas was in the 
process of becoming a 
state.

In later years Wil-
son’s wife donated the 
money to build the cur-
rent KSU president’s 
home on campus.

In 1858 the Wilson 
house and 120 acres 
were acquired by Wash-
ington Marlatt, a Meth-
odist preacher, educa-
tor and abolitionist who 
arrived in Kansas in 

1856. He wanted to live 
near Bluemont Cen-
tral College which was 
being built close by, 
where he would serve 
as principal. He was 
joined later by Julia 

Bailey, who 
was recruit-
ed to teach 
at the Col-
lege by Isaac 
Goodnow on 
one of his 

trips back East. She 
and Marlatt married 
two years later, in 1861.

On July 2, 1862, Pres-
ident Abraham Lincoln 
signed the Morrill Act, 
otherwise known as the 
“Land Grant College 
Act”. It was designed 
to educate students 
in agriculture, home 
economics, mechani-
cal arts and other pro-
fessions. The board of 
trustees of Bluemont 
College, of which Wash-
ington Marlatt was a 
member, offered the 
College to Kansas for 
the purpose of making 
it the state’s land grant 
university. The state 
accepted the offer on 
Feb. 3, 1863, and Blue-
mont Central College 
became Kansas State 
Agricultural College 
(KSAC) which, in time, 
evolved into Kansas 
State University.

Dr. Patricia O’Brien, 
professor emeritus of 
anthropology at Kan-
sas State University, 
researched the story 
of Bluemont Central 
College in her book 
“Digging K-State”. She 
wrote that, “in terms 
of the acceptance by 
a state legislature of 

the Morrill Act, which 
is what makes a land-
grant college and land-
grant institution, the 
State of Iowa was first: 
Sept. 11, 1862.” Howev-
er she adds, “if being 
the first to meet all the 
legal requirements of 
the Morrill Act is the 
criteria for being the 
first land grant univer-
sity, then Kansas State 
University is FIRST.”

In 1875, KSAC moved 
from College Avenue 
and Claflin to its cur-
rent location. Bluemont 
College was torn down 
in 1883 and Marlatt pur-
chased the roof timbers 
and much of the stone 
to construct his barn. 
Numbering on the 
barn’s roof timbers, to 
assist in the reconstruc-
tion, is still visible.

The house and barn 
hold some other re-
markable secrets. In 
keeping with the abo-
litionist sympathies of 
the Marlatts, it recent-
ly was determined that 
the Marlatt property 
served as a link on the 
Underground Railway, 
providing shelter for 
former slaves fleeing to 
attain freedom.

Washington Marlatt 
died in 1909 and Julia 
in 1911. They owned 500 
acres, primarily farm-
land. Much of it was 
donated to the city of 
Manhattan and Kansas 
State Agricultural Col-
lege. To this day, Mar-
latt Avenue, Marlatt 
Park, Marlatt School 
and Marlatt Hall on the 
K-State campus all hon-
or him and his many 

contributions to Man-
hattan, Riley County 
and the University.

Frederick, one of the 
Marlatt’s five children, 
acquired the home-
stead after his parent’s 
deaths. He lived on the 
farm with his wife and 
family until 1918. Fred-
erick was on the faculty 
of KSAC.

The homestead is 
listed on the Register of 
Historic Kansas Places 
but remains much in 
need of protection and 
restoration. The walls 
of the buildings reflect 
so much of the histo-
ry of Manhattan, Riley 
County, and Kansas 
State University. From 
a national perspective, 
they help tell the story 
of the immense impact 
upon the nation of pas-

sage of the Morrill Land 
Grant College Act, and 
of Kansas’ role in the 
free-state vs pro-slav-
ery wars that occurred 
along the Kansas-Mis-
souri border from 1854 
to 1861.

No national site has 
been developed to rec-
ognize the immense 
impact of the Morrill 
Land-Grant College Act 
upon our nation. Per-
haps the stones of the 
barn that once were our 
first KSU could be pre-
served and incorporat-
ed into a multi-purpose 
center telling the sto-
ry of K-State and land 
grant colleges. The 
homestead of Washing-
ton and Julia Marlatt 
would be an excellent 
site to tell that story.

“Digging K-State: 
The History of Blue-
mont Central College” 
by Dr. Patricia O’Brien, 
is available for pur-
chase at the Riley Coun-
ty Historical Muse-
um, 2309 Claflin Road. 
Museum hours are: 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Tues-
day through Friday and 
2-5 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday. The website 
for the Riley County 
Historical Society is ri-
leychs.com. The book is 
also available for check 
out at the Manhattan 
Public Library.

Joan Strickler served 
18 years as director of 
Kansas Advocacy and 
Protective Services. She 
has lived in Manhattan 
since 1961 and is a mem-
ber of the Riley County 
Historical Society Board 
of Directors.

Discovering a K-State ‘secret’ at farmhouse, barn

Photograph courtesy of the Riley County Historical Society and Museum

The Washington and Julia Bailey Marlatt home around 1915. The home is just south 
of the KSU soccer field.

Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Kan. 
— A man who was im-
prisoned for 23 years for 
a double murder in Kan-
sas that he always said 
he didn’t commit walked 
out of a courthouse a free 
man Friday after the dis-
trict attorney dropped the 
charges.

Joyful family mem-
bers and supporters em-
braced Lamonte McIn-
tyre, 41, as he walked out 
of the Wyandotte County 
Courthouse late Friday 
afternoon. He said he was 
in shock and happy and 
ready to relax and eat the 
first good meal he’s had in 
23 years.

“Whatever I’m going to 
do I’m going to enjoy it,” 
he said. “Inside I’m bub-
bling over, I’m feeling a 
lot. It’s been a long time 
coming.”

McIntyre was serving 
two life sentences for the 
1994 murders of Doniel 
Quinn, 21, and his cousin, 
Donald Ewing, 34. They 
were shot in broad day-
light as they sat in a car 
in a drug-infested neigh-
borhood in Kansas City, 
Kansas.

A hearing began Thurs-
day in Wyandotte County 
to reconsider McIntyre’s 
conviction. It was sched-
uled to continue through 

most of next week but 
District Attorney Mark 
Dupree issued a state-
ment Friday asking the 
court to find that a “man-
ifest injustice” existed in 
the case and then dismiss-
ing the case altogether, 
concluding new informa-
tion would likely cause 
jurors to have reasonable 
doubt about his guilt.

Dupree, who took office 
in January, said informa-
tion from investigators, 
McIntyre’s attorneys and 
many witnesses prompted 
his decision.

“I believe that had (the 
information) been pre-
sented to the jury in the 
1994 trial that convicted 
Mr. McIntyre, it may cer-
tainly have caused those 
jurors to have reasonable 
doubt as to Mr. McIntyre’s 
guilt,” Dupree said in the 
statement.

McIntyre said he didn’t 
have the energy to hold 
grudges or to be angry 
with those who put him 
in prison. Instead, he 
thanked those who sup-
ported him and helped 
win his release.

Walking out of the 
court “felt good because 
I’m now in control of my 
own life and no one else,” 
he said. “I can make my 
own choices and my own 
decisions and I don’t have 
to worry about nobody 

else telling me what I can 
and cannot do, so that 
feels nice.”

McIntyre was 17 when 
police in Kansas City, Kan-
sas, arrested him for the 
murders. Investigators 
who worked the case is-
sued no search warrants, 
arrested McIntyre after 19 
minutes of interviews, did 
not conduct a thorough fo-
rensic investigation, did 
not interview key subjects 
or ever discover a link be-
tween McIntyre and the 
victims, according to tes-
timony. No gun was ever 
recovered.

Rose McIntyre, McIn-
tyre’s mother, thanked 
the many supporters who 
gave her strength since 
her son was arrested, The 
Kansas City Star report-
ed.

“I want him to feel the 
sunlight,” she said. “I 
thank everybody who nev-
er gave up on my son. He 
(the judge) said, ‘You’re 
free.’ I almost hit the 
floor.”

Cheryl Pilate, the lead 
attorney who spent eight 
years researching the 
McIntyre case, said the 
case had hurt many peo-

ple in the community.
“We’re all still wiping 

tears and grabbing each 
others’ hands and trying 
to get our hearts to stop 
pounding,” Pilate said. 

“Lamonte is going to be 
breathing free air for the 
first time in 23 years and 
we want him to enjoy this 
transition in whatever 
way feels best for him.”

Man convicted of 1994 double murder freed from prison


